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We see it everywhere 
— littering the ground 
during our daily walks 
and commutes, or floating 
in our local ravines, rivers, 
lakes, and oceans.

Cracking Down on 
Plastic Pollution

Plastic pollution is a global crisis. And in Canada, just 11 per cent of our 

plastic pollution actually gets recycled.

It’s time for the federal government to crack down on toxic plastic pollution.

That’s why, on June 7th, in Charlevoix, Quebec and World Oceans Day, the 

Ecojustice team took action.

Ecojustice lawyers sent a letter urging Minister of Environment and Climate 

Change Catherine McKenna to add plastics — including microplastics, 

microfibers, and single-use plastics — to the Priority Substances List under 

the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA).

In recent months, the European Union has proposed a microplastics ban. It 

has also committed to collect and recycle most plastics by 2025. Now, we 

argue, Canada must do its part.

Inclusion of plastics on the CEPA Priority Substance List would require the 

Minister to formally assess the harm caused by plastic pollution and is the 

first step toward restricting or banning specific classes of plastic products 

and packaging. “Corporations have created and continue to perpetuate an 

addiction to plastic that comes at a steep cost to the environment,” said 

Farrah Khan of Greenpeace Canada. “The earth cannot digest plastic, so 

plastic pollution simply accumulates and persists in our environment for 

centuries, contaminating waterways, biodiversity, and our bodies.”

There’s no time to waste.

Plastics are already showing up in our drinking water, the air we 
breathe, and our food chain. By 2050, it is estimated that there will 
be more plastics in our oceans than fish.

ONLY 11% OF OUR PLASTIC POLLUTION
ACTUALLY GETS RECYCLED. 

IN CANADA

http://www.ecojustice.ca
https://www.support.ecojustice.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1943&ea.campaign.id=42200&ea.tracking.id=Website_Newsletters


LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

You may remember that we launched our 
biggest ever species at risk lawsuit this 
past fall.

Together with our friends at Animal Justice, we filed 

an application seeking to ensure that the province of 

Ontario create and release recovery strategies for 

dozens of at-risk species, including the northern 

bobwhite, black redhorse, gypsy cuckoo bumble bee 

and Kentucky coffee-tree.

We are excited to tell you that the province will be 

launching public updates on the progress made in 

developing recovery strategies for the plants and 

animals listed above — and 33 other species at risk.

As a result of settlement negotiations between our 

clients and the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forestry, the ministry will soon begin sharing 

quarterly updates on Ontario.ca.

Ecojustice and Animal Justice will continue to hold 

the government accountable — and we will go back 

to court to ensure progress with the recovery 

strategies if we must.

This is a major victory for species at risk in the 

province. And we could not have done it without the 

support of people like you.

In Ontario, across Canada and around the world, 

biodiversity is under unprecedented threat.

Here at Ecojustice, we work to defend nature by 

going to court to protect and restore species at risk, 

and by advocating for strong, enforceable laws and 

policies that protect our planet.

With the help of supporters like you, we are actively 

working to keep wild salmon healthy, to secure  

Species at Risk Act protections for threatened 

boreal caribou in Alberta, and to protect pollinators.

And now, thanks to these quarterly updates, we will 

better be able to work with other environmental 

groups, supporters and members of the public,  

and with the government itself to  

continue working to ensure the  

recovery of these 37 species.

NORTHERN
BOBWHITE
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TAKING ACTION 
ACROSS CANADA

Thanks to you, Marlene Brown  
of Harrietsfield, N.S. is one step 
closer to having clean, safe 
drinking water in her home.

Ecojustice lawyers, working alongside our 

friends at East Coast Environmental Law, 

represented Marlene and her neighbours  

in their multi-year legal fight to ensure  

that the defunct demolition site that 

contaminated their local water supply with 

uranium, lead, and arsenic is cleaned up.

For nearly a decade, some Harrietsfield 

residents have been afraid to drink the 

water that comes out of their kitchen taps. 

This past June, Nova Scotia Environment 

Minister Iain Rankin announced the 

province would finally be stepping in to 

address the community’s water concerns.

Your support made a big difference in  
the fight for clean water in Harrietsfield.

You empowered Marlene and her 

neighbours go to court on multiple 

occasions, hold polluters to account,  

and win! The legal precedents we helped 

secure were critical to laying the 

groundwork for the province to take 

action against polluters.

After Rankin’s announcement, Marlene 

reached out to express her gratitude: 

“Ecojustice gave us hope and 
confidence to continue our fight, and 
made it easier for us to understand what 
was going on in court. They were there 
for us every step of the way, and I hope 
you will be there for Ecojustice now.”

Earlier this year, the government introduced two 
environmental law bills to mixed reviews. Bill C-69 
proposes replacing the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act with a new Impact Assessment Act 
and the National Energy Board Act with a new  
Canadian Energy Regulator Act. It also proposed 
amending the Navigation Protection Act. Meanwhile, 
Bill C-68 proposes amendments to the Fisheries Act.

Underwhelmed by the first iteration of these bills, the Ecojustice 

team spent the spring working with the rest of Canada’s 

environmental community to prepare expert submissions  

and meet with lawmakers to advocate for critical legislative 

improvements. And you played big role in securing urgent, 
last-minute improvements to the bills.

Your support made sure we had the tools we needed to 

mobilize people across the country to write to their MPs  

and phone ministers’ offices to urge them to deliver on their 

promises to fix our environmental laws. In fact, supporters like 

you sent 3544 messages and made more than 100 phone calls.

Thank you for contributing to the fight for a brighter 

environmental future.

We’re proud to report that strengthened versions of both 
bills have now completed their third reading in the House  
of Commons.  Notable improvements you helped secure 
include adding a new emphasis on meaningful public 
participation and ensuring that the water flows fish depend 
on to survive will get the legal protection they need.

This is an important milestone that brings us one step closer to 

restoring environmental protections that were stripped away by 

the previous federal government in 2012.
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DONOR

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
By choosing 100 per cent post-consumer recycled fibre instead 
of virgin paper for this printed material, the following natural 
resources will be saved or reduced this year: 41 trees; 10,698 kg 
of wood; 131,312 litres of water; 1,668 kg of landfill; 3,236 kg of 
net greenhouse emissions; 47 million Btu energy.

SOURCE: UNISOURCE.CA 

 

DONOR INQUIRIES 
For donor inquiries or feedback, contact Donor Relations 
at 1.800.926.7744 x295

or email donor@ecojustice.ca. Write to us  
at 390–425 Carrall Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3 

Charitable Business Number: 13474 8474 RR0001

Graphic design by Christa Ledding | www.christaledding.com

DOUG GREEN 

An Ecojustice supporter since 1993, Doug recalls 

meeting a young lawyer who was very eager to join 

Ecojustice and passionate about using her skills to 

protect the environment. Seeing someone who was 

so motivated to make a difference inspired Doug to 

also do his part by supporting Ecojustice.  

“Ecojustice’s work is essential, as they fight for 

environmental rights, hold governments and industry 

accountable, and work to preserve the environment 

for future generations,” he says.

Doug believes so strongly in Ecojustice’s work to 

defend nature, combat climate change, and fight for 

a healthy environment for all that he has decided to 

further his commitment by leaving a gift in his will to 

Ecojustice. “When you write a will, you decide what 

offspring to support when you are gone. In my case, 

I consider future generations of Canadians to be my 

offspring and I want to try to leave behind a better 

world for everyone.”

To learn more about how leaving a gift in your will can 

help build the case for a better earth, please contact 

Ecojustice’s Philanthropy Officer 

Sarah May at smay@ecojustice.ca 

or 1.800.926.7744 ext 293. 

To longtime Ecojustice donor Doug Green, environmental issues are as much about 
justice as they are the preservation of the natural world. He explains, “I was raised by my 
mother to believe in social justice and human rights, and I see a healthy environment for 
all as an incredibly important component of a just world.” Doug also feels that spending 
time in nature with his wife Eva, such as hiking through the woods near their home in 
Toronto, has both physical and mental health benefits. He adds, “Nature is where we live 
and we have to protect it.”

Below: Ecojustice donor, Doug Green, sporting a fashionablesheep’s wool moustache on his vacation in Ireland with wife, Eva.
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